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Short bio: 
 
Lauren Belfer grew up in Buffalo, New York. Her debut novel, City of Light, was a New York 
Times bestseller, as well as a New York Times Notable Book, a Library Journal Best Book, and a 
Main Selection of the Book-of-the-Month Club. City of Light was a bestseller in Great Britain 
and has been translated into six languages. Her second novel, A Fierce Radiance, was named a 
Washington Post Best Novel of 2010 and an NPR Best Mystery of 2010. Her third novel, And 
After the Fire, received a 2016 National Jewish Book Award. Ashton Hall, her fourth novel, will 
be published on June 7, 2022. Lauren lives in the historic Greenwich Village neighborhood of 
New York City. 
 
Longer bio: 
 
Lauren Belfer was born in Rochester, New York, and raised in Buffalo. She decided to become a 
writer when she was six years old. She spent her early years crayoning short stories about heroic 
pets. By high school, she was writing poetry, and her extraordinary English teachers urged her to 
send her poems to literary magazines. She collected rejection letters from all the best places. 
Sometimes the rejection letters included a handwritten “thank you” at the end, which she 
interpreted as a sign of great encouragement. Her first published short story was rejected forty-
two times before it found an editor who loved it. Her second published story was rejected only 
twenty-seven times. From this she learned never to give up. 
 
Her debut novel, City of Light, was a New York Times bestseller, as well as a New York Times 
Notable Book, a Library Journal Best Book, and a Main Selection of the Book-of-the-Month 
Club. City of Light was a bestseller in Great Britain and has been translated into six languages. 
Her second novel, A Fierce Radiance, was named a Washington Post Best Novel of 2010 and an 
NPR Best Mystery of 2010. Her third novel, And After the Fire, received a 2016 National Jewish 
Book Award. And her fourth novel, Ashton Hall, will be published on June 7, 2022. 
 
Lauren attended Swarthmore College, where she majored in Medieval Studies and Art History. 
After graduation, she worked as a file clerk at an art gallery, a paralegal at a law firm, an 
assistant photo editor at a newspaper, a fact checker at magazines, and as a researcher and 
associate producer on documentary films. She has an M.F.A. from Columbia University, and she 
lives in the historic Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York City. 


